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1 . S This communication is responsive to 9/30/04 . 

2. [>3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 19 April 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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I International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Examiner's Amendment and 
Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

Allowance 

1. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Wathen. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 12, lines 16, "pivotally interconnect" has been replaced with — in 
mechanical communication 
Cancel claims 19-22. 

3. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 


Application/Control Number: 10/827,562 Page 3 
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The primary reason for the allowance of the claims in this case, is the 
inclusion of the limitation "a front section pivotally coupled with the rear section, 
the front section extending between the front windshield and the rear section^^ 
when the hardtop is in the extended position; a center panel opening defined 
between the rear and front sections, a balance link having a first end in mechanical 
communication with the front section and a second end in mechanical 
communication with the vehicle body; a center panel interconnected with the 
balance link for movement therewith, the center panel and balance link being 
configured such that when the top is in the extended position, the center panel 
fills the center panel opening and when the top is in the retracted position, the 
center panel moves out of the center panel opening." in the independent claim, in 
combination with the other recited limitations in claims supported by this 
application, which are not found in the prior art of record. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should 
be directed to Primary Examiner Kiran B. Patel whose telephone number is 571- 
272-^6665. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00 to 5:00. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Kiran B. Patel, P. E. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 
May 19, 2005 


